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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
1000 DEFENSE PENTAGON

WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1000

DEC29 2003

The Honorable Carl Levin
Ranking Member
Committee on Armed Services
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Levin:

Thank you for your November 20, 2003 letter regarding the recall of
Iraqi Army members.

In his November 5, 2003 Washington Post OP-ED, Walt Slocombe, the
former U.S. Advisor for Security Affairs to Ambassador Bremer, detailed the
steps we are taking to create a new Iraqi Army. He also discussed what we
are doing to use former Iraqi military in the new Army and other security
services.

The coalition forces are enlisting volunteers into the Iraqi Civil Defense
Corps (ICDC) and the New Iraqi Army (NIA). The two forces together will
total approximately 70,000 by the end of next summer. Many of those
volunteering are former Iraqi Army officers and soldiers. Their service is
welcome. We have safeguards to provide vetting.

I have asked General Abizaid to assess whether it is desirable, or even
possible, to reassemble units of the old Iraqi Army and bring them back into
service in some form. It's a question involving a number of practical
complexities.

Regarding the two points raised in the Letter to the Editor by Abdul
Jalil Muhsen:

What the Zogby poi1 says is that the Iraqis (like us) want Iraqi
security forces to handle security. That is different from their
wanting the old Iraqi Army to be in charge of security.
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e The assertion that the former Iraqi Army did not disintegrate but
was persuaded to go home and wait to be called back does not
appear to be correct. There was not an organized stand-down of the
Iraqi Army; instead, the Army disintegrated. By the time coalition
forces reached Baghdad, Hussein's Army ceased to exist.

Walt is now back in Washington and is available to brief you on this
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OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENS.\,t(
FOR POLICY

23 December 2003

NOTE FOR: Secretary of Defense

FROM: Douglas J. Feith

Per your request, attached is a rewrite of

your response to Senator Levin's November 20thi

letter on the Iraqi army. Walt Slocombe and J5

(Col Bergner) have chopped. It incorporates

oral comments from the Deputy.

cc: Deputy Secretary
vcJcS
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The Honorable Carl Levin
Ranking Member
Committee on Armed Services
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Levin
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Thank you for your November 20, 2003 letter regarding the recall of
Iraqi Army members.

In his November 5, 2003 Washington Post OP-ED, Walt Slocombe, the
former U.S. Advisor for Security Affairs to Ambassador Bremer, detailed the
steps we are taking to create a new Iraqi Army. He also discussed what we
are doing to use former Iraqi military in the new Army and other security
services.

The coalition forces are enlisting volunteers into the Iraqi Civil Defense
Corps (ICDC) and the New Iraqi Army (NIA). The two forces together will
total approximately 70,000 by the end of next summer. Many of those
volunteering are former Iraqi Army officers and soldiers. Their service is
welcome. We have safeguards to provide vetting.

I have asked General Abizaid to assess whether it is desirable, or even
possible, to reassemble units of the old Iraqi army and bring them back into
service in some form. It's a question involving of practical complexities.
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Regarding the two points raised in the Letter to the Editor by Abdul
Jalil Muhsen:

e What the Zogby poil says is that the Iraqis (like us) want Iraqi
security forces to handle security. That is different from their
wanting the old Ira ql Army to be in charge of security.
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The assertion that the former Iraqi Army did not disintegrate but
was persuaded to go home and wait to be called back i
There was not an organized stand-down of the Iraqi Army; instead,
the army disintegrated. By the time coalition forces reached
Baghda Hussein's Army ceased to exist.

Walt is now back in Washington and is available to brief you on this
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Honorable Donald H. Rumsield
Secretary of Defense
The Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

¡ em iting once again ¡ri connection with the recall of units of' the Iraqi Army.
Attached to 1iis lcter ¡s a copy cta letter to the Editor that was printed in the Ñoven*er 33,
2003 edition of Tht Wos/dngtcn Post. The letter was written by Abdul ¡alu Mubsen, a
former 'Iraqi army division commander who was dean of the StalfCollege of 'the Iteqi Armed

Foçces from 3984 io 1988. His main point is that recalling the Iraqi arrny.remains a vital

option.'

In my letter of October 22, ¡ for.vazded a copy of an OP-ED piece from the Sunday,

October 19, 2003 edition of the New York Time: written by lyad Alawi, the president of the

Iraqi Governing Council for the month of October, in that arc1e1 M.r. Alawi called for the

call up of the Iraqi Army at least upto the n-officer level, with appropriate vetting by the
Coalition and the Iraqi interior Ministry, as a way of more quickly zelieving the burden on
American ''oops nd replacing them with Iraqi soldiers who have credibility arid legitimacy
with the Iraqi people.

¡ remain available to discuss this matter with you personally and solicit your views on
this matter. i am prcviding a copy of this letter, with its attnchmenl, to Ambassador B semer

since ¡ discussed this issue with blm the last lime he briefed the Senate,

.
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November 20,2003

Carl Levin
Ranking Member
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